Isfahan: "Half the World"
building, the Turkish mosque, originated in the Byzantine domed church. Saint Sophia in Byzantium was the model for all the great mosques of the Turkish Empire.
After this brief introduction let us return to the mosques 01 Isfahan. Like all the great mosques in Persia, they are of the second type, the mosque-ma^ra^. The oldest is the Masjid-i-Jum'a, or Friday Mosque, in the old Jubareh quarter. Its foundation is said to date back to Caliph Mansur (745). It is very large and contains traces of older pillared mosques. The great court, with the iwans opening onto it, was built under the Sefuwas. The largest and most magnificent mosque in Isfahan, however, is the Masjid-i-Shah, or Royal Mosque, built by Abbas the Great from 1590 onwards. It stands in the middle of the south side of the Meidan-i-Shah. Only its monumental entrance-gate is built on a north-south axis, parallel to the main axis of the square. The mosque itself is built on a northwest-southeast axis so that its mihrab, the recess set in the wall at the far end, shall point, according to ritual, to Mecca. The bold conception and ingenious solution of this plan is an illustration on a grandiose scale of the Gospel's precept "Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar's and unto God that which is God's". The problem was to site the mosque in harmony with the design of the square and yet respect the ritual requirement of the mihrab. It was solved by building a high entrance-gate flanked by two minarets and leading into the courtyard. The mosque thus fits into the Royal Square with suitable majesty, yet without breaking the unity of design, as its buildings are half-hidden behind the facades of the houses. The Royal Mosque has a great open courtyard with four iwans and three adjacent domed halls. The largest of these halls, the one in the south-east, is the main prayer-hall and has a huge dome which can be seen from far away/
The Persian mosque excels all others in Islam by the splendour of its wall decoration. The basis of this is the ceramic tile which we can, it is true, admire in our museums. Seen in isolation, however, this can give no idea of the splendour and the infinite variety of the whole pattern of these walls. Dressing *                 125?'/.,3i:ji,j.»i   .*tjti   iirliltid  it there is usually a domed hall'.   In %t ft!« /4ij*l Tutkbh countries the mosque also came to be used AS A T,,-.»t4$1jh,   In Persia it was the other way round: the mad->.9f.fk -« Ai»*r Jirsif aiicJ eventually came to be used as a mosque. hi »»»'«i  «u.»*«iurs there were schools of theology and some of tftrw ^.c  ^,!ill tit existence today.   The third type of religious
